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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1937. 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Boldon. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Forty-fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your 
District  for  the  year  1937,  together  with  the  Report  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Boldon  Urban  District  consists  of  the  following 
eight  Wards  : — 

{a)  East  Boldon. 

(6)  West  Boldon. 

(c)  Boldon  Colliery. 

{d)  New  Town  (Boldon  Colliery). 

(e)  Whiteleas. 

(/)  Whitburn. 

(g)  Whitburn  Colliery. 

{h)  Cleadon 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Area  of  the  District  in  acres  is  8,400. 

The  Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  resident  popula- 
tion mid-year,  1937  is  16,740. 

The  number  of  inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1937)  accord- 
ing to  the  Rate  Books  is  4,570. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  £78,929  Os.  Od. 

The  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  is  £328  17s.  i5d. 


4 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  District  is  partly  residential,  partly  mining  and 
partly  agricultural.  There  are  two  Collieries  in  the 
District,  one  Bakery,  one  Bitulac  Works  and  one  Tar 
Macadam  Works.  The  Collieries  include  Brickworks 
and  Lime  burning  works.  At  the  two  Collieries  there 
are  Pit-head  Baths. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  u 
on  the  date  shewn  : — 

nemployed 

Date. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

20th  December,  1937 

614 

18 

632 

The  number  of  Unemployed  for  the  previous  year  was 
as  follows  : — 

Date. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

21st  December,  1936 

795 

19 

814 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR 

THE  YEAR, 

, 1937. 

Male. 

Female. 

Live  Births  : — 

234 

126 

108 

Legitimate  

227 

124 

103 

Illegitimate  

7 

2 

5 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

14.00 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Still-Births  

10 

1 

3 

Rate  41. 

Rate  per  1000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

14. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Deaths  

202 

114 

88 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

12.07 
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Deaths  for  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of 
the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — ■ 

Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths.  Total  {Live  and 
Still  Births). 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1 4.2 

Total  1 4.2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 81.2 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live 

Births  83.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live 

Births  

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages)  24 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 2 

Deaths  from  Diarhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . 1 

TABLE  I. 


Births,  Deaths  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  as  an 
Urban  District. 


Popula- 

Birth- 

Death 

Infant 

Mortality 

Year. 

tion. 

rate. 

rate. 

for  1,000 

1936  

. 17,000 

16.0 

9.9 

Live 

Births. 

63 

1937  

. 16,740 

14.00 

12.07 

81 

TABLE  II. 


Analysis  of  Deaths  as  an  Urban  District. 

Respir-  Infant 

Year.  Zymotic.  Phthisis,  atory.  Mortality. 

0.16  0.6  0.7  13 

1.02  0.34  0.48  19 


1936 

1937 
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TABLE  III. 


Code  No.  52. — Deaths  in  Boldon  Urban  Distrct. 


S.D.  : 

M 

F. 

30,  1937. 

26 

Other 

Liver 

Disorders. 

0 

0 

27 

Other 

Digestive 

Disorders 

3 

1 

28 

Acute 

and 

Chronic 

Nephritis 

4 

6 

29 

Puerperal 

Sespsis. 

0 

0 

30 

Other 

Puerperal 

Diseases 

0 

1 

31 

Con.  deb. 
Premature 
Birth  etc. 

9 

5 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

Other 

Ill- 

Diarrhoea 

Senility 

Suicide 

Other 

defined 

defined 

2 years 

Violence 

diseases 

or  N.K. 

andover 

M. 

0 

2 

8 

9 

1 

0 

F. 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

0 

14 

15 

16  17 

18 

19 

20 

Cerebral 

Other 

Pneu- 

Dia- Haem,  Heart  Aneurysm  Cir. 

Bron- 

monia 

betes  etc.  Disease 

Disease  chitis 

All  Forms 

M 

1 

4 

36  0 

2 

1 

4 

F 

4 

9 

21  0 

0 

2 

0 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2 

Other 

Diarrhoea 

Cirrhosis 

Resp. 

Peptic 

under  2 

Append- 

?f 

Measles. 

Diseases. 

Ulcer. 

years 

icitis. 

Liver 

M 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Cerebro- 

Scarlet 

Whooping  Diph- 

Influ- 

Enceph. 

spinal 

Fever. 

Cough 

theria 

enza. 

Lethargica 

) Fever 

M 

0 

0 

3 

7 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1 

0 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Tub.  of 

Other 

G.P.I. 

Respiratory 

Tuber- 

Syphilis 

Tables 

Cancer 

All 

System. 

culosis 

etc. 

Causes 

M 

3 

2 

0 

2 

1 

114 

F 

3 

2 

0 

0 

17 

202 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Every  caes  is  treated  after  notification  and  where 
suitable  isolation  cannot  be  provided  at  home,  arrange- 
ments are  made  to  have  the  case  removed  to  the  Boldon 
Fever  Hospital.  In  this  District  very  few  cases  are 
treated  at  home.  In  the  year  1937  31  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  out  of  34  Cases  notified  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital  and  all  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  were 
treated  in  the  Hospital. 

A complete  history  of  each  case  is  taken  in  writing  at 
the  first  visit,  and  enquiries  made  as  to  the  probable 
source  of  infection,  milk  supply,  etc.,  the  room  at  the 
same  time  is  disinfected  with  Formaldehyde  by  fumi- 
gation, the  bedding  being  taken  to  the  Hospital  for 
disinfection  by  steam. 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  cost  to  necessitous  cases 
for  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  is  stored  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  also  at  the  Hospital  for  the  use 
of  all  Medical  practitioners  in  the  District. 

Free  immunization  by  alum  precipitated  Toxin  is 
also  provided. 

Patients  are  removed  to  and  from  the  Hospital  by  the 
Motor  Ambulance,  accompanied  by  a Nurse. 

115  Cases  were  notified  during  the  year  1937,  as 
compared  with  142  in  the  year  1936. 

Small-pox  and  Enteric  Fever — No  cases  reported. 

Diphtheria — 45  cases  reported,  as  compared  with  8 
cases  in  the  year  1936. 

Scarlet  Fever — 34  cases  notified  against  92  in  1936. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — 2 cases  notified. 

Pneumonia — 21  cases  notified. 

Most  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  mild  and  cjuickly 
yielded  to  treatment. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  THE 
YEAR,  1937. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 

Admitted  to 

Total 

Smallpox  

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  

34 

31 

Diphtheria  

45 

45 

3 

Enteric  Fever  

Puerperal  Fever  

Puerperal  P\Texia  .... 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

Ant.  Poliomyelitis  .... 

1 

Pneumonia  

21 

Erysipelas  

10 

Total 


115 


76 


3 


9 


10 


11 


TABLE  VII. 

BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

STATISTICS  FROM  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL. 


BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1937. 
Resident  Population. 

{a)  16,740.  (6)  Nil. 


Comparability  Factor — 1.13. 


Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 


Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  35 

Diphtheria  45 

Enteric  Fever  

Pneumonia  21 

Puerperal  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Erysipelas  11 


Live  Births.  M.  F. 

Total 126  108 

Legitimate  124  103 

Illegitimate  2 5 


Still  Births.  M.  F. 

Total 7 3 

Legitimate  6 2 

Illegitimate  1 1 


Deaths  of  Ihfants  under  1 Year 

OF  Age.  M.  F. 

Total 13  6 

Legitimate  13  6 

Illegitimate  


General  Register  Office, 
Somerset  House, 

London  W.C.2. 
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S.D.56.  TABLE  Vm. 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL 
DEATH  RATES,  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  1937. 

England  and  Wales,  London  125  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterh^  Returns). 


England 

and 

Wales. 

125 

Comity  Boro’s, 
and 

Great  Towns 
including 
London. 

i 

1 

148 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 

1 Populations 
j 25,000  to 

1 50,000  at 

1 1931  Census). 

London 

Administrative 

County. 

Rates  pe 

{ 1 

r 1,000  Population. 

Births — 

Live  

14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still  

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

T\^hiod  and  Paraty- 

phoid  fevers  

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox  

Measles  

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

6.01 

Scarlet  fever  

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Mdiooping  Cough  

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenxza 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

N OTIFIC  ATIONS 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever  

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria 

1 1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Enteric  fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Ervsipelas  

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia  

1.36 

1.58 

0.20 

1.18 

Rates  per  ] 

1 

1,000  Live  Births. 

1 

Deaths  imder  1 year  of  age 

58 

62 

55 

60 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

i 

1 

Enteritis  imder  2 years 

of  age 

5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

12.0 

Maternax  Mortality — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0.97 

1 

Others  

2.26 

y xotj 

available. 

Total  

3.23 

j ' 

Rates  per  1,000  Tota 

1 Births  (i.e..  Live 

• and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0.94 

1 

Others  

2.17 

y Not 

available. 

Total  

3.11 

J 

N OTLFICATIONS 

i 

Puerperal  fever \\ 

1 

4 15 

Puerperal  P\Texia  • • J 

13.93 

17.59 

11.52 

14.34 

D.  27,804-1—2,000  D fd.  435  4/38  R.P. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  are  undertaken  by  the 
University  of  Durham  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  for  the  Year  1937. 


For  Tubercle  Bacilli.  For  Diphtheriat 


Positive  

7 

Positive  

6 

Negative  

17 

Negative  . . . . 

10 

24 

16 

Immunization  for  Diphtheria. — I advised  the  Urban 
Council  to  adopt  free  ummunisation  for  Diphtheria. 
This  was  done  and  any  practitioner  in  the  District 
could  obtain  the  serum  free  of  cost.  The  response  was 
poor  and  I think  it  would  have  been  more  successful  if 
the  work  had  been  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
who  could  have  used  the  schools  for  the  purpose  and  met 
the  children  during  school  hours.  Probably  the  effect 
of  seeing  a few  cases  done  would  have  been  followed  by 
a large  demand,  as  example  is  contagious.  At  the 
Cottage  Homes,  Cleadon,  all  the  children  were  immunized 
80  in  number,  and  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Home,  West 
Boldon,  23  boys  out  of  a total  of  24  were  also  done. 


HOSPITALS.— FEVER  AND  SMALLPOX. 

A.  (1)  Boldon  Isolation  Hospital. — Situated  on 
the  main  Newcastle -Sunderland  Road,  between  East 
Boldon  and  Fulwell.  It  consists  of  2 Blocks,  one  for 
Scarlet  Fever  and  one  other  used  for  Enteric  Fever, 
Erysipelas,  Diphtheria  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 
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as  occasion  arises.  There  are  30  beds  which  provide 
ample  accommodation.  During  the  past  year  cases 
have  been  admitted  from  South  Shields,  Seaham 
Harbour  and  Hebburn.  It  also  receives  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  sent  in  by  the  County  Council 
of  Durham.  The  total  admissions  during  the  year  1937 
were  134,  consisting  of  59  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  69 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  4 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
1 case  of  Measles  and  1 case  of  Septic  Stomatitis.  There 
were  4 Deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

All  cases  of  infectious  diseases  can  be  admitted  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Medical  Officer.  Cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  from  any  District  in  the  County  can  be 
admitted  with  the  consent  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health . 

(2).  The  Smallpox  Joint  whiteleas  Hospital. — 
Controlled  by  the  North  East  Durham  Joint  Hospital 
Board. 

B.  There  are  no  Hospitals  in  the  Area  for  the  treat- 
ment of  (1)  Tuberculosis  ; (2)  Maternity  ; (3)  Children  ; 
(4)  Orthopaedic  Cases. 

Tuberculosis  cases  can  attend  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensaries  at  Jarrow  and  Sunderland  and  Maternity 
Cases,  Children  and  Orthopaedic  cases  can  be  sent  to 
Hospitals  in  the  neighbouring  Towns  of  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  Sunderland  and  South  Shields. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Motor  Ambulance  provided  by  the  Boldon  Urban 
Council  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  used  for  the 
removal  from  the  home  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
and  also  for  the  return  of  patients  when  recovered,  to 
their  homes. 

For  non-infectious.  Maternity  and  Accident  cases  the 
arrangements  are  as  reported  for  the  year  1936.  The 
facilities  are  adequate. 


Nursinc.  in  Home — -As  before. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. — Hospitals  public 
and  voluntary,  as  before. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. — ^The  County 
Council  have  now  appointed  a certificated  midwife  for 
the  Boldon  Colliery  District,  and  one  for  West  and  East 
Boldon,  Cleadon  and  Whitburn.  A private  Midwife 
is  also  allowed  to  practice  in  the  Whitburn  area. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — No  action  taken  under 
Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  under 
Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Tuberculosis. — No  action  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers. 
— Illegitimate  and  Homeless  children  in  the  Area — Non 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  there  is  a homo 
provided  by  private  means  namely  : — 

Church  of  England  Waifs  and  Strays  Home. 

B.  Hospitals  Available  for  the  District. — No 
Change. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water. — The  supply  to  the  district  has  been 

satisfactory  and  no  restrictions  have  been  placed  on  the 
quantity.  The  Water  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company  and  a copy  of  their 
report  for  the  year  is  given  herewith.  Only  one  house 
in  the  District  now  depends  on  a shallow  well,  all  the 
rest  of  the  District  has  a piped  supply. 
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Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  the 
Sunderland  Water  Supply. 

Parts  per 


Chemical  Analysis.  10,000. 

Total  Solids 41.40 

Chloride 3.80 

Chloride  expressed  as  Sodium  Chloride  6.27 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrate  0.35 

Free  Ammonia  Nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.0010 

Oxygen  absorbed  by  Permanganate  (3 

hours  at  37°  C.)  0.002 

Alkalinity  as  Calsium  Carbonate  ....  27.20 

Hardness  (Soap  Test,  in  degrees) 28.4 

Iron  Nil. 

Colour  (Hazen  degrees)  2.0 

Hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  (pH  value)  7.4 

Suspended  Matter  Nil. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours 

incubation  at  37°  C)  5 


No  BaciUus  Coli  was  detected  in  1,  10  and  100  cubic 
centimetres  of  the  water. 

During  1937,  some  246  samples  of  water  were  examined 
bacteriologically  from  wells,  reservoirs  and  public 
supplies.  Of  these  88.2  per  cent  of  the  samples  were 
entirely  free  from  Bacillus  Coli  in  100  cubic  centimetres 
of  the  water,  8.5  per  cent,  showed  B.Coli,  in  100  cubic 
centimetres  of  the  water,  3.3  per  cent,  showed  B.Coli  in 
10  cubic  centimetres  and  none  showed  B.Coli  in  1 cubic 
centimetre  of  the  water. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Sewer  at 
Marsden  knowm  as  the  Souter  Point  Outfall  which 
discharges  over  the  cliffs  has  been  amended  under  a 
scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  now  discharges 
below  low  water  mark.  Drains  have  been  amended  or 
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reconstructed  where  found  necessary  in  the  District. 
The  Sewerage  from  BoJdon  Colliery  and  Whiteleas  is 
discharsred  at  one  point  near  Jarrow  Slake  into  the  River 
Don,  a tributary  of  the  River  Tyne,  and  the  Sewerage 
from  West  Boldon,  East  Boldon  Cleadon  and  Whitburn 
is  discharged  direct  into  the  Sea. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. — No  complaints  of  river  or 
stream  pollution  have  been  made  to  this  Authority 
during  the  year,  and  apart  from  a new  septic  tank, 
constructed  to  deal  with  farm  sewerage  which  formerly 
discharged  direct  into  a stream  no  other  action  has  been 
taken. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. — The  number  of 
privies  converted  to  the  Water  Carriage  system  during 
the  year  is  six.  Four  ash  closets  have  been  demolished 
along  with  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Comparative  Table  of  Conversions  during  last  four  years. 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Ash  Closets  . . . 

. ..  2,556 

303 

102* 

92 

Water  Closets  . 

. ..  4,097 

6,538 

4,575 

4,669 

* Alteration  in  Area  from  South  Shields  Rural 
District  Council  to  Boldon  Urban  District  Council. 


(ii)  Public  Cleansing. — The  Council  dispensed  with 
the  services  of  private  firms  which  scavenged  the  district 
under  Contract  until  March  31st,  1937,  and  inaugurated 
a system  with  their  own  vehicles.  Three  motors  are 
employed  and  a bi-weekly  service  for  the  removal  of 
domestic  refuse  has  been  maintained. 

Trade  refuse  from  shops  is  collected  for  a nominal  sum. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. — 


Inspection  and  Visits.  1937 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  97 

Number  of  inspections  other  than  Dwelling 

Houses  §2 
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Number  of  Inspections  and  visits  to  Dwelling 


Houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts ....  562' 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  57 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  53 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  

Factory  and  Workshops. 

Number  of  Factories  inspected  8 

Number  of  workshops  inspected  28 

Nuisances 3 

Lack  of  Cleanliness  1 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  investigated  90 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  90 

Number  of  infectious  bedding  disinfected  ....  76 

Drain  Tests. 

Water  : Positive  36 

Negative  78 

Volatile  : Positive  4 

Negative  21 

Colour  Positive  7 

Negative  18 

Smoke  : Positive 

Negative  2 

Nature  of  Work  Done. 

Choked  drains  cleared 12 

Drains  amended  25 

Drains  reconstructed  6 

Rain  Water  pipes  repaired  and  renew^ed  ....  68 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  8 

Additional  W.C.  accommodation  provided  . . 11 

Dustbins  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Dwelling  Houses. 

Dampness  excluded 165 

Roofs  repaired  124 

Ventilation  improved 135 

Window  cords  repaired  or  renewed 169 

Lighting  improved  64 

Kitchen  ranges  repaired  85 

Washing  Accommodation  provided 2 
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Handrails  provided  2 

Foodstores  ventilated  24 

New  Foodstores  provided  32 

Outbuildings  repaired  134 

General  repairs  executed  207 

New  Eavesgutter  8 

New  Damp  proof  floors 107 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed  2 

Yards  and  passage  paving  repaired 3 

Yards  repaved  9 


(iv)  Shops. — Inspections  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  due  to  action  in  previous 
years  the  state  of  the  shops  with  regard  to  ventilation^ 
temperature  and  sanitary  conveniences  is  satisfactory. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement. — The  smoke  from  two 
burning  pit  heaps  has  become  a nuisance  during  the 
year.  Both  tips,  one  at  Whitburn  Colliery  and  one  at 
Boldon  Colliery  are  oAvned  by  one  Company  and  after 
much  negotiation  the  Coal  Company  decided  to  try  out 
the  experiment  of  sorting  the  most  combustible  material 
and  then  barging  and  dumping  it  out  at  sea.  This 
system  is  now  in  operation. 

(vi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.— There  are  no 
public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in 
the  area. 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  (a)  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  with 


vermin  6 

(6)  Other  houses  found  to  be  infested 1 


(2)  If  the  tenants  have  been  in  the  Council  House  for 
an  appreciable  time  and  vermin  are  found  the  tenant  is 
given  notice  to  quit.  The  Council  repair  staff  then 
strip  all  woodwork,  defective  plaster  and  burn  crevices 
in  walls  with  blow  lamps.  The  room  is  then  sprayed 
with  paraffin  twice  within  the  interval  of  10  days.  The 
incoming  tenant  is  informed  of  what  has  taken  place  and 
instructed  how^  to  keep  the  house  free  from  further 
infestation. 
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In  the  case  of  houses  other  than  Council  Houses 
notice  is  served  on  the  tenant  on  cleansing  the  house  and 
detailed  instructions  on  cleansing  the  house  are  gives 
to  the  tenant.  The  landlord  is  also  informed  of  the 
state  of  the  house. 

(3)  There  has  been  no  rehousing  as  yet  from  Clear- 
ance areas  and  at  the  present  time  the  letting  to  suitable 
tenants  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Housing  Officer 
who  is  the  rent  collector. 

(4)  No  large  scale  disinfestation  has  been  carried 
out  either  by  Local  Authorities  or  Contractor. 

(5)  The  rent  collectors  report  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  investigation  and  action  proceeds  on  above 
mentioned  lines.  Re-visits  are  made  after  disinfestation 
has  taken  place. 

4. — Schools. — All  schools  in  the  area  are  satisfactory 
so  far  as  drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences  are  con- 
cerned. All  are  on  the  Water  Carriage  system  and  the 
water  supply  in  all  cases  is  from  the  mains  of  the  Water 
Company. 

One  school  has  been  disinfected  for  infectious  disease. 

All  the  pupils  in  the  schools  have  been  circularised 
regarding  free  diphtheria  immunisation,  the  circulars 
were  to  be  taken  home  with  a form  of  consent  to  be 
filled  in  by  the  parents. 

SECTION  D.-  HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the 
Year,  1937. 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  ...  118 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  412 


(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (I)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  72 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  144 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  of  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  72 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub -head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  46 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in- 
formal action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 114 

(Reconditioned  under  Agreement  with 
Owners  made  in  previous  yaer). 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 

Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  30 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  49 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
ov  ners  

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied 


46 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  ; — 

(a)  By  Owners  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  19 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders . . 5 

■{d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

3.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year 128 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  138 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  816 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year 2 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  107 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  592 


{d)  Two  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Council  of  “ new  ” overcrowding.  After  letters  had 
been  sent  to  the  Owner  the  offending  tenants  were 
immediately  evicted. 
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(e)  A large  number  of  Overcrowded  houses  have  been 
decrowded  by  the  Colliery  Company  in  this  District, 
by  a system  of  interchange  after  collaboration  with  the 
Health  Department.  Nine  cases  of  Overcrowding  in 
Council  Houses  were  relieved  during  the  year  and  there 
are  now  only  11  cases  in  the  seven  hundred  odd  houses 
belonging  to  the  Council. 

Clearance  Orders  Confirmed. — Four  Clearance 
Orders  were  submitted  to  and  confirmed  by  the  Ministry, 
after  an  enquiry  into  two  of  the  areas.  They  were  as 
follows  : — 

Bowman’s  Yard,  Whitburn 
K ingarth  Court,  Whitburn 
The  Folly,  West  Boldon 
Rectory  Bank,  West  Boldon 

Total 


3 houses. 

4 „ 

2 „ 

5 ,, 


14  houses. 


SECTION  E.— 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

{a)  Milk  Supply. — Inspections  and  visits  to  dairies 
and  farms  were  made  as  follows  : — 


Farms  112 

Dairies  107 


13  Samples  were  taken  for  Bacterial  Content. 

The  total  number  of  Producers  in  the  area  is  now  37. 

The  number  of  Dairymen  who  are  not  producers  is 
now  5. 

Accredited  Producers  in  the  Area — 12. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  in  the  Area — 1. 
Defects  remedied  in  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 


Floors  relaid  2 

Walls  cement  rendered  2 

Light  Improved  3 

Ventilation  improved 3 

Water  supply  introduced  into  Cowshed  1 
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Drainage  Amended  2 

Manure  pits  contructed 2 

Milk  rooms  provided  1 

Rooms  added  for  Sterilisation  2 

Roof  repaired  ^ 1 

Total  Reconstructed  2 

New  Cowsheds  built  3 


The  results  of  the  examinations  for  Bacteriological 
Analysis  are  as  follows  : — 


Sample 

No. 

Total  number  of 
Micro  Organisms 
per  1 Cubic 
centimetre. 

Coliforrc  Content. 

Grade 

of 

Milk. 

Ic.c. 

.1 

.01 

.OOlc.c 

1 

35,000 

4- 





— 

Accredited. 

2 

41,800 

4- 

4- 

— 

— 

Ordinary. 

3 

18,600 

— 

— 

— 

do. 

4 

2,600 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do. 

5 

15,600 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do. 

6 

no 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Accredited. 

7 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.T. 

8 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do. 

9 

404,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ordinary. 

10 

36,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do. 

11 

1,210 

4- 

— 

— 

— 

do. 

12 

44,000 

4- 

— 

— 

— 

do. 

13 

70,000 

+ 

— 

— 

— 

Veterinary  Officer’s  Report. — The  following  is 
the  Veterinary  Officer’s  report  upon  inspections  carried 
out  in  the  Boldon  Urban  District  dming  the  year 
1937 


Number  of  Visits  to  Cowkeepers  . . 

Number  of  Cows  examined  

General  condition  and  type  of  Cows 

General  cleanliness  of  cows  

General  conditions  of  sanitation  . . 
Chief  methods  of  milk  disposal 


118 

2,477 

Good. 

Good. 

Satisfactory. 
Retail  and 

Wholesale. 
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Number  of  animals  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  : — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  of  the  udder  or  giving  T.B. 


Milk  5 

(b)  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 5 

Total 10 


Number  of  cases  of  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis — 
54  (Chiefly  Mastitis) 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

A good  class  of  cow  is  kept  in  this  District  and  a good 
hygienic  standard  has  been  maintained  in  the  cowsheds 
and  dairies.  A number  of  renovations  and  structural 
alterations  to  the  buildings  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

Signed  J.  Smith, 

County  Veterinary  Officer. 

(6)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. — Slaughtering  takes 
place  at  fixed  times  and  days  throughout  the  area  and 
all  meat  is  inspected  at  time  of  slaughter  or  immediately 
afterwards.  Some  dead  meat  is  brought  from  adjoining 
Towns  and  this  is  examined  from  time  to  time.  There 
are  no  stalls  where  meat  is  sold  and  there  is  no  Hawk- 
ing or  auction  from  vans. 


Ante-mortem  inspection  takes  place  ver}^  irregularly. 
With  the  exception  of  one  cow  killed  in  emergency, 
due  to  accident,  all  the  cattle  sheep  and  pigs  killed  in  the 
area  were  prime  young  stock. 
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The  Butcher’s  who  kill  in  this  area  have  dealt  only  in 
the  best  material. 

Unfit  meat  is  readily  surrendered  by  the  butcher  and 
the  butcher  signs  a surrender  note. 

There  is  no  meat  marking  scheme  in  force  under 
Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat  Regulations,  1924. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed.  

303 

1 

11 

234 

Number  inspected  

303 

1 

11 

341 

234 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis. Whole  carcases 

condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis   

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 

carcases  condemned  

12 

1 

1 

4 

40% 

100% 

3% 

1.7% 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

26 

1 

8.6 

4% 

ADULTERATION. 


No  action  taken. 
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CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
OF  FOOD. 

The  Laboratory  employed  is  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Armstrong  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Nature  of  work  done — ^Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Milk  Samples. 

NUTRITION. 

No  Steps  taken. 

SHELL-FISH. 

There  are  no  shell -fish  beds  in  the  area. 


We  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


G.  HART, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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